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DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT TO DO 
IF A DISASTER 
HAPPENS ON 
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HERE IS  INFORMATION 
TO HELP YOU BE PREPARED
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DISASTER 
PREPAREDNESS 

PLAN
FOR FARMING OR RANCHING FAMILIES,
BUSINESSES AND THEIR WORKFORCE



The information in this course is provided as a public service and is for NONCOMMERCIAL PURPOSES 
ONLY, with the understanding that Listos en La Finca, a Farmer Campus project and all associated parties make 
no warranties, either expressed or implied, concerning the accuracy, completeness, reliability, or suitability of 
the information. By accessing Farmer Campus course website and/or data contained within, you hereby release 
Farmer Campus their employees, agents, contractors, and suppliers (collectively, “Farmer Campus”) from any 
and all responsibility and liability associated with its use. In no event shall Farmer Campus be liable for any dam-
ages arising in any way out of the use of these educational materials booklet or associated educational materials. 
The user assumes the entire risk related to their use of this information, and either the published or derived 
products from these materials.



Date Updated:

Name of Farm or 
Ranch

911 Address of Farm or 
Ranch

Mailing Address 
(if different)

Farm or Ranch Owners 

Farm or Ranch Operator(s)
if different than Owners

Farm or Ranch 
Phone Number

Main Operator‘s 
Phone Number(s)

Part Time:
Full Time:Number of workers

Number and type of animals

Number of residences 
on site

Location of Emergency 
Go-Kit(s)
See Emergency Go-Kit Worksheet appendix C

Total Acres

DAY MONTH YEAR
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DISASTER 
PREPAREDNESS PLAN



Contact Information for household 
members and farm/ranch 
operators and crew

Name Cell # Alternate #      
Alternate/Emergency 
Contact or alternate #

Address and/or
Email

Notes (i.e. medical issues, 
notable skills/trades etc., 
languages)
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PART ONE: 
COMMUNICATIONS
PLAN



Livestock and/or 
Pets Information:

Don’t forget to make an emergency preparedness kit for your animals

Type Name Breed Color Registration 
Number (s)
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Emergency Communications

List two neighbors that could 
check on your household, farm or 
ranch if you were away and could 
not reach your site.

Name

Neighbor #1

Phone Number (s)

Address/Location

Email

Skills, tools or expertise

this neighbor might help 
with (i.e. medically trained, 
has a trailer, firefighter, HAM 
radio operator, etc.)
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Neighbor #2
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Name

Phone Number (s)

Address/Location

Email

Skills, tools or expertise

this neighbor might help 
with (i.e. medically trained, 
has a trailer, firefighter, HAM 
radio operator, etc.)



Name Cell Phone # Alternate # Address Email

If your household becomes separated or 
are not able to communicate with each other, 
choose two emergency contacts that live outside 
of the surrounding area and county or state. If local 
communication is not working, leave a message with 
your out-of-town contact person to relay to other members 
in your plan.

This should be an out-of-area friend or relative who serves as a point of contact to act as a single source of communication 
among households and farm/ranch members in case of separation. (It is easier to call or message one person and let them 
contact others than to try and call everyone when phone, cell, and internet systems can be overloaded or limited during a 
disaster.)

Out-of-Town

Out-of-State 
(or County)
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Out-of-Area Contact



“Official” Emergency Information

Do a quick web search or make a phone 
call to your town hall to see if your 
municipality/town has any predesignated 
channels for emergency communications.

Local Municipality

Hotline:

Twitter Handle:

Radio station for alerts:

Other:

State
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Radio & Alternate Communications

If you have alternate communications in place such as a messaging 
group set up on an app such as Zello, or you plan to use two-way or 
HAM radios, list relevant information here:

Two Radio (FRS/GMRS) 
Primary Channel

Two Radio (FRS/GMRS) 
Secondary Channel

HAM Communications Frequency

Smartphone Apps / Alternate 
Messaging Services
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Phone-Tree

In the event of a wildfire or 
similar emergency, you will need 
to communicate with your entire 
farm/ranch crew, back-up personnel, 
household and family members. 
Establish a phone-tree so that you can keep 
the humans critical to your farm or ranch’s survival
informed throughout the emergency.

See Appendix A: Phone-Tree
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Additional Information:
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Local Fire Department

Local Police

Highway Patrol

Road Closures

Emergency Room

Clinic /Hospital

E.R.T. (Equine Response Team)

Animal Shelter

Veterinarian

Local American Red Cross

Doctor # 1 (name, phone and address)

Doctor # 2  (name, phone and address)

Gas / Propane / Power Co.

Water Company

Poison Control Center

Home Insurance
-       agent name, email, tel

Auto Insurance

Business/Crop/Farm Insurance

-       policy #:

Important Phone Numbers
In an emergency, always call 911 first
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-       agent name, email, tel

-       agent name, email, tel

-       policy #:

-       policy #:



PART TWO: 
EVACUATION 
PLAN
Action Plan 

1. The most likely disasters to occur in your 
area are: 

2.Evacuation Routes: 
What are two escape routes that you can use 
in case of evacuation? 
Make sure to list access codes if needed.
 
Have several travel routes in case one route 
is blocked by the fire or by 
emergency vehicles and equipment. 

Choose an escape route away from the fire. 
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Route One: Route Two:
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+

-

Sketch and describe your evacuation routes



3. Access Easements: 
find at least one neighbor who can give 
you stated permission to access their 
property during an emergency for 
evaluations purposes.  

Name

Neighbor #1

Phone

Describe access route, 
agreement and 
access codes 
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Child’s Name Evacuation Site Address Phone Number

Notes on School’s 
Emergency procedures

4. Children:

If children are at school or daycare, 
during a disaster, they will be 
evacuated to:
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School Name and 
Emergency Hotline



4. Livestock:

If a wildfire is imminent, where will livestock 
be relocated or evacuated to? 
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Emergency Meeting Locations

Establish multiple meeting locations, an exact spot that everyone 
knows where you would find each other during an emergency. For each 
location write down the name, address, phone number, and map out the 
primary and alternate route to get there. 

1. Outside your farm, ranch or home:

In case of an emergency, appoint a location directly outside your farm, 
ranch or home. (This spot should be very close and/or within eyesight 
so you can count everyone quickly)

An Important note on farm and ranch crews:

Depending on your operation and on the nature of the emergency, you will likely not want to have your 
entire crew meet you at a meeting spot! Designate one key personnel (such as a farm manager) and clearly 
explain when meeting at your evacuation spot is expected (for example during working hours). Keep in mind 
that your crew will have their own families to worry about. It is recommended that you discuss ahead of time 
with your crew what to expect in different scenarios and how the chain of communications will work. 
Make sure that you share your evacuation plan (or some version of it) with your entire team in language 
that they can understand.
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2. PLAN A: 

Neighborhood Meeting Spot:

If separated from your household, family, and/or crew 
during an emergency, what is the designated meeting place 
near the home/farm/ranch? 

Go here if you cannot return for safety 
reasons but it is safe to be in your neighborhood. 

Name

Location

Phone

Route

Alternative Route

Other Notes
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3. PLAN B: 

3.PLAN B: Out-of-Neighborhood Meeting Spot:

If you are not able to return to your home/farm/ranch or if you must evacuate, 
what is the designated meeting place outside of the neighborhood? It should 
be a low-risk area outside of your fire hazard zone but ideally within walking 
distance (½ - 2 miles). For example: a well-prepared friend or relative’s house, 
a Red Cross shelter or evacuation center, community center, motel, etc.
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Name

Location

Phone

Route

Alternative Route

Other Notes



Shelter in Place

If we are asked by local authorities to “Shelter in Place” in our home, 
a safe and accessible room where we can go is: 

Make sure that you choose a room where you can seal the windows, vents and doors and listen to emergency 
broadcasts and instructions.
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PART THREE:
EVACUATION TASKS

Rapid Response or Evacuation Plan: 
During a disaster you may have to quickly evacuate 
your farm/ranch and home. You might not be able to talk to your household or 
crew if the disaster comes quickly enough. 
A rapid response plan with delegated responsibilities is essential to assuring 
that key tasks get done. Make sure you practice your plan at least once per 
year with all people involved.

See Appendix B: Recommended Response and Evacuation Tasks

Name of person
Responsible

Key Activities 
10 minutes
to respond or evacuate

1 hour
to respond  or 
evacuate

5 hours
to respond  or 
evacuate

1 day 
to  respond or 
evacuate
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Additional Information:

Name of person
Responsible
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Key Activities 
10 minutes
to respond or evacuate

1 hour
to respond  or 
evacuate

5 hours
to respond  or 
evacuate

1 day 
to  respond or 
evacuate



To-Do’s:

Task list to completing disaster plan: (You may note 
what you will accomplish, by when)

23

Congratulations! You have completed your disaster preparedness plan!



Phone-Tree
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APPENDIX A



¿YA SABES 
QUE HACER 

SI SE PRESENTA
UN DESASTRE 

NATURAL?
NO TE PREOCUPES, 

 AQUI TE AYUDAMOS A 
CREAR TU PLAN PARA ESTAR 

PREPARADOS ANTE UN 
DESASTRE.

PATROCINADORES:

NUESTRA COMUNIDAD FARMER CAMPUS

¿YA SABES 
QUE HACER 

SI SE PRESENTA
UN DESASTRE 

NATURAL?
NO TE PREOCUPES, 

 AQUI TE AYUDAMOS A 
CREAR TU PLAN PARA ESTAR 

PREPARADOS ANTE UN 
DESASTRE.

PATROCINADORES:

NUESTRA COMUNIDAD FARMER CAMPUS

readyforwildfire.org  

listoscalifornia.org

APPENDIX B
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PRE-EVACUATION PREPARATION STEPS

RETRIEVED AND ADAPTED FROM

Shut off gas at the meter; turn off pilot lights

Leave 
your 
lights 
on so 

firefighters
can see 

your house 
under smoky
 conditions

Have your Emergency 
Supply Kit/Evacuation Bag 
ready to go

Ensure a Wildfire 
Action Plan is prepared 
ahead of time

INSIDE THE HOUSE

ON

OFF

Shut all windows and 
doors, leaving them 
unlocked

Remove flammable window 
shades, curtains and close 
metal shutters

Move flammable furniture to the 
center of the room, away from windows 
and doors

Shut off the air conditioning



OUTSIDE OF THE HOUSE

Gather up flammable items from the exterior of the 
house and bring them inside (patio furniture, children’s 
toys, door mats, trash cans, etc.) or place them in your 
pool in case you have one.

Connect garden hoses to outside water valves or 
spigots for use by firefighters. Fill water buckets and 
place them around the house.

Put your Emergency Supply Kit in your vehicle.

 Patrol your property and monitor the fire 
situation. Don’t wait for an evacuation order if 
you feel threatened.

Check on neighbors and make sure they are 
preparing to leave.

Have a ladder available and place it at the corner 
of the house for firefighters to quickly access 
your roof.

Don’t leave sprinklers on or water running, they 
can affect critical water pressure.

Turn off propane tanks
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OFF
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Locate your pets and keep them nearby.

Plan ahead. Know where you 
will take or leave your pets. 
In case you are not home when 
disaster strikes, arrange in 
advance for a neighbor to check 
on or transport your pets.

 Make sure your pets are always 
wearing properly fitted collars 
with personal identification, 
rabies and license tags.

Each animal should have it’s own 
pet carrier. Birds, rodents and 
reptiles should be transported in 
cages. Cover cages with a light 
sheet or cloth to minimize 
their fear.

Store vaccination/medical 
records, veterinary contact 
information, proof of 
owner- ship, a current photo, 
and a Disaster Preparedness 
Kit in one location.

Make sure your neighbors have 
your contact numbers (cell 
phone, work, home, etc.). In the
event of evacuation pets may not 
be allowed inside human 
emergency shelters  

have an alternate prearranged 
location to take your animals.

Prepare farm animals for transport and think 
about moving  them to a safe location chosen 
in your disaster preparedness plan.

PETS AND FARM ANIMALS

1 2 3
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Important note:

Clear defensible space around your barns, 
pastures and property just as you do your home. 

Have vaccination/ medical records, registration 
papers and photographs of your animals 
(proof of ownership) and your Disaster 
Preparedness Kit.

During a fire, local animal rescue organizations 
work with law enforcement and fire departments 
to rescue as many animals as they can. In battling 
a wildfire, firefighters will do what they can but 
they are not responsible for evacuating your 
livestock. Firefighters may cut fences or open 
gates to free trapped animals.

Do not wait until the last minute to start evacuating!

Plan ahead, know where you would evacuate 
the animals Contact your local fairgrounds. Stockyards 
equestrian centers, friends etc. about their policies 
and ability to take livestock temporarily in an emergency.  
Have several evacuation routes in mind. If you don’t 
have your own truck and trailer, make arrangements 
with local companies or neighbors before disaster strikes. 

LIVESTOCK

If you must leave your animals, leave them in a 
preselected, cleared area. Leave enough hay for 48 to 72 
hours. Do not rely on automatic watering 
systems. Power may be lost.

Make a list of possible places to find shelter after the 
disaster. It is preferable to shelter with family and/or 
friends, if you cannot find shelter with your community, 
you can dial 2-1-1 and find free public shelters. You can 
let the operator know if anyone with special needs such 
as disabilities is among those seeking shelters, or if they 
require shelter for non-service animals.

Please note that all people are welcome in emergency 
shelters and under California law, no one inside the 
shelter can require identification from you. However, the 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agencies may ask for 
identification if you are in public spaces, and this 
includes areas outside the refuge. Agents from these 
institutions can also enter the private areas of the shelter 
if they have a warrant.
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EMERGENCY SUPPLY KIT FOR HUMAN BEINGS 

RETRIEVED AND ADAPTED FROM

Items to take if time allows:

 Easily carried valuables

Family photos and other irreplaceable items

 Personal computer information on hard drives and disks

Chargers for cell phones, laptops, etc.

APPENDIX C

Face masks or coverings (recommended for fires N95, 
for pandemic KN95

Three-day supply of non-perishable food and three 
gallons of water per person

Map marked with at least two evacuation routes 
(which you should have already prepared in this plan)

Prescriptions or special medications

Change of clothing

Extra eyeglasses or contact lenses in case you 
use them

An extra set of car keys, credit cards, cash or 
traveler’s checks

First aid kit

Flashlight

Battery-powered radio and extra batteries

AS
PI
RI
N

+

-
Sanitation supplies

Copies of important documents (birth certificates, 
passports, driver’s licenses etc.)

Responsible person (s) to put the kits in place

Date when the kits will be ready 

Important Note:

Always keep a sturdy pair of shoes and a flashlight near your bed and handy in case of a sudden evacuation at night.

List any other important item

https://readyforwildfire.org



Responsible person (s) to put the kits in place

Date when the kits will be ready 
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Pet carrier for each pet

Two week supply of food and water

Non-spill food and water bowls

Pet first-aid kit

Medications and dosing instructions

Car litter box and litter

Plastic bags for waste disposal 

Paper towels

Disinfectants

Leashes/collars/harnesses

Blankets

Toys and treats

Newspaper

PET DISASTER PREPAREDNESS KIT

List any other important item
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Hay, feed and water for three days

Non-nylon leads and halters

First aid items

Wire cutters and a sharp knife

Hoof pick

Leg wraps

Shovel

Water buckets

Plastic trash barrel with a lid

Portable radio and extra batteries

Flashlights

LIVESTOCK DISASTER 
PREPAREDNESS KIT

List any other important item

Responsible person (s) to put the kits in place

Date when the kits will be ready 



Responsible person (s) to put the kits in place

Date when the kits will be ready 
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https://www.osha.gov

The following list sets forth the minimally acceptable number and type of first-aid supplies for first-aid kits 
required in a workplace. The contents of the first-aid kit listed should be adequate for small work sites, 
consisting of approximately two to three employees. When larger operations or multiple operations are 
being conducted at the same location, additional first-aid kits should be provided at the work site or 
additional quantities of supplies should be included in the first-aid kits:

BASIC ELEMENTS TO HAVE IN A FIRST AID KIT FOR HUMANS

APPENDIX D

Gauze pads (at least 4 x 4 inches).

Two large gauze pads (at least 8 x 10 inches).

Box adhesive bandages (Band-Aids).

One package gauze roller bandage at least 2 inches wide.

Two triangular bandages.

Wound cleaning agent such as sealed moistened towelettes.

Scissors.

At least one blanket.

Tweezers.

Adhesive tape.

Latex gloves.

Resuscitation equipment such as resuscitation bag, airway, 
or pocket mask. 

Two elastic wraps.

Splint.

Directions for requesting emergency assistance.

List any other important item

RETRIEVED AND ADAPTED FROM



https://avma.org/
  

Gauze roll for wrapping wounds or muzzling an 
injured animal. 

Non Stick bandages or strips of clean cloth to control 
bleeding or protect wounds. 

Self-adhering, non stick tape for bandages.

Milk of magnesia or activated charcoal to absorb poison 
(Use only if instructed to do so by your veterinarian or a 
poison control center).

3% hydrogen peroxide to induce vomiting (Always contact 
your veterinarian or poison control center before inducing 
vomiting; do not use hydrogen peroxide on wounds.) 

 
-

Digital fever thermometer to take your pet’s temperature. 
You will need a "fever" thermometer because the temperature
scale on normal thermometers is not high enough to measure 
your pet's temperature. Do not insert the thermometer into 
your pet's mouth; the temperature should be taken rectally.

Eye dropper (or large syringe without needle) to give oral 
treatments or flush wounds

Muzzle to prevent bites (in an emergency, a rope, tie, 
soft cloth, nylon stockings, small towel can be used) 
DO NOT muzzle your pet if he/she is vomiting) 

Spare leash and collar (if your pet is able to walk without 
further injury)

Saline solution for cleansing wounds (Saline sold for use 
with contact lenses works well for most purposes)

Responsible person (s) to put the kits in place

Date when the kits will be ready 

List any other important item

BASIC ELEMENTS TO HAVE IN FIRST 
AID KIT FOR PETS 

RETRIEVED AND ADAPTED FROM
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